Between 8 and 13 May 2004, the Natuurhistorisch Museum Maastricht hosted a special meeting on all aspects of mosasaur taxonomy, systematics and palaeobiogeography, plus biostratigraphy and taphonomy. From a historical viewpoint, the reason for choosing Maastricht is obvious: the lizards of the Maas River' were first discovered here around 1770, and formally described as Mosasaurus hoffmanni by Gideon Mantell in 1829. In other words, Maastricht is the birthplace of mosasaurs.
The meeting, attended by over thirty participants from the Netherlands, Belgium, the United States, Canada, Japan, Bulgaria, Germany, Denmark and Sweden, covered a wide range of topics. The present volume combines a number of the papers presented during the meeting, and a few original contributions, mostly taxonomic in nature.
